
 

Liturgical Ministers for next week 
 

August 16, 2026, 8:00am 

Altar Server: P. Seymour    

Lector: C. Gross 

Gifts: Volunteers 

E. Minister: M. Colvis & G. Bleem 

Usher: Scott & Clinton Gross 
================================= 

St. Mary’s Offering 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

Contribution August 2, 2026 

 Envelopes (19) $1,325.00 

Loose $255.00                  

Total $1,580.00 

==================================== 

This Week 

1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a 

Psalms 85: 9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 

Romans 9: 1-5 

Matthew 14: 22-33 

==================================== 

Next Week 

Isaiah 56: 1, 6-7 

Psalms 67: 2-3, 5, 6, 8 

Romans 11: 13-15, 29-32 

Matthew 15 21-28 

==================================== 

Please submit items for the bulletin by Tuesday 

at 5:00pm my phone number is 618-920-7324. If 

there is no answer, please leave a message. 

Thank you, Deacon Al 

 

 

Events for St. Mary   
 

August 11, Holy Name Mtg. 7:00pm 

August 12, 2026, PSR Registration 6: to 7pm 

Sense Hall 

August 16, 2026, Food Pantry Collection 

August 30, 2026, Coffee & Donuts after Mass 

September 13, 2026, Parish Picnic Noon  

Fort Kaskaskia  

==================================== 

Please remember those of our families and friends 

who have asked for our prayers. 

 Diane Averbeck, Debbie Brown, Tracy Colvis   

Geralyn Lanham, Randy Valleroy, Glenda York, 

Jeffery Davis, Mark Drake, Robin Waltemate, 

Ronda Heck, Kevin Petrowske, Jeff Faverty 

Shirley Dreczka Matt Vallett, Bud Stumpe 

 Paul Meyer, Amber Cushman, Carolyn Loesing, 

Allison Petrowske, Lisa Hall, Sharon Wittenborn 

 Juanita (Needie) Bleem 

====================================                     

Our Parish Members in Care centers 

Wilma Junger, Bud Stumpe 

================================== 

Religious Education, PSR 

 

 Tammy Bert, A. Antonacci, Maxine Mathis  

================================= 

 Ladies Altar Sodality: Joan Derringer 

Holy Name Society: Tony Meyer 

==================================== 

To Rent Sense Hall: please contact Tammy Bert 

618-774-2415 

==================================== 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

If any members of our parish family are feeling 

the (so-called financial pinch) and are having 

difficulty paying for their prescriptions please let 

Fr. Sabastian or Deacon Al, know that we will be 

able to help. This will be (TOTALLY 

CONFIDENTIAL) if you know of any members 

who are unable to attend Mass, we would also 

like to be informed so we can send them our 

weekly bulletin. And please remember to mail in 

your weekly contributions, it is much 

appreciated. 

 

August 9, 2026 
Nineteenth Sunday – Ordinary Time 

 
 

 
 

St. Mary Divine Maternity 

7362 Shawneetown Trail 

Ellis Grove, IL 62241 

 

Pastor 

Very Rev. Father Sebastian Ukoh C. M 

 

Trustees: Bernard Colvis & Ann Petrowske        

Parish Council: Pres. Tammy Bert, 

Sec. Joyce Hrabusicky, Scott Gross 

Maxine Mathis, Chris Gross,  
Brenda Montroy, Larry Mitchell  

Jeremy Blechle 
 

Sacrament Preparation Contact: 

 

St. Mary’s Ellis Grove – 618-859-3541 

St. Mary’s Chester, 618-826-2444 

St. Joseph Rocher 618-284-3314 

 

For the Following 

For Baptism:  For the Sacrament of 

Marriage: Please contact the parish office at 

least 6 Months prior to the intended date so 

that the required preparations can be 

completed. And for the Sacrament of the 

sick, whenever necessary. We welcome all 

guests and those wishing to become a 

member of our Parish Family, Please 

contact St. Mary Ellis Grove – St. Joseph 

Rocher – St. Mary’s Chester, Also, you may 

contact the Parish Office’s for information 

on The Rite of Christian Initiation 

 

 

“Lord save me!” “Oh you of little 

faith, why did you doubt me?” 

 

 

 
Weekend Mass Schedule 

 
St. Mary Chester 

Saturday, Vigil 4:00 pm  

Sunday, 10:00am 

 

St. Mary’s Ellis Grove 

Saturday 6:00pm Odd Month’s 

Sunday 8:00 am Even Month’s  

 

St. Joseph Rocher 

Saturday, 6:00pm Even Months 

Sunday 8:00am Odd Month’s 

 

Reconciliation: 15 min. prior 

For all Masses 

 

St. Mary Divine Maternity 

Holy Mass Schedule and Intentions 

 

  Sunday August 9, 2026, 8:00am 

 + Robert & Wilma Jung       

   

  Sunday August 16, 2026, 8:00am 

 + Barb Brown 

 

 



Neighboring Churches Mass Times 

St. Mary’s, Chester 4:00 pm Saturday am 

Sunday 10:00am 

St. John’s, Red Bud 4:00 pm. Saturday 

10:00 am Sunday 

Lady of Lourdes, Sparta 5:30pm Sat. 

8:00 am Sunday 

St. Patrick’s, Ruma 8:00 a.m. Sunday 

St. Pius V, Walsh, 4:00 pm Saturday  

St. Boniface, Evansville, 10:00am Sunday 
================================= 

 

A Prayer for Peace 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You are the true King of peace. 

In You alone is found freedom. 

Please free our world from conflict 

Bring unity to troubled nations. 

Let Your glorious peace reign in every 

heart. Dispel all darkness and evil. 

Protect the dignity of every human life. 

Replace hatred with Your love. 

Give wisdom to world leaders. 

Free them from selfish ambition. 

Eliminate all violence and war. 

Glorious Virgin Mary, 

Saint Michael the Archangel, 

Every angel and saint: 

Please pray for peace.  

Pray for unity amongst nations. 

Pray for unity amongst all people. 

Pray for the most vulnerable. 

Pray for those suffering.  

Pray for the fearful.  

 

Pray for those most in need. 

Pray for us all. 

Jesus, Son of the Living God. 

Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, hear our prayers. 

 Jesus, I trust in You   Amen 

 

 Respect for Life Corner Children  

Are A Gift, Not a Right 

Last week we talked about God entering into the 

cross of infertility so why wouldn't we also 

promote IVF or surrogacy as a path forward? 

Because IVF treats infertility as something to 

work around rather than a symptom to 

understand and heal, and the process itself raises 

serious ethical questions the Church takes 

seriously, including how it handles the many 

embryonic lives created along the way. It also 

asks a great deal of women's bodies, carries real 

medical risks, and comes with steep costs, all for 

success rates lower than many people realize. 

Underneath these concerns is a beautiful truth: 

every child, however they came to be, is deeply 

loved by God and a gift to their family—and we 

believe children deserve to be conceived through 

an act of love, not a medical procedure. See the 

QR code below to dive deeper into these truths. 

Next week, we'll return to the loving, life-

respecting path we introduced last time, one that 

treats both the couple and their future children 

with the dignity they deserve. 

==================================== 

Vocation 
   

Whenever there’s a mountain involved in 

Scripture, it is a moment to pay close 

attention to. The Lord has brought Elijah 

here for a “close encounter.” Leaving the 

shelter of the cave, Elijah stands outside 

waiting because “the Lord is passing by.” A 

strong wind that crushes rocks and then an 

earthquake, followed by fire, all do not 

contain the Lord’s voice. The Lord revealed 

himself to Elijah in a “tiny whispering 

sound”. This story tells us that to hear 

God’s call, we must find time for silence in 

our lives; a quiet, peaceful time to hear what 

our call in life is to be – maybe a vocation to 

the priesthood, diaconate, or religious life. 
 

 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP Meeting every third 

Thursday of the month at 10am at Linda Stern’s 

home, 106 Hillcrest Dr., Chester. Everyone who 

has experienced the loss of a loved one is 

welcome. If you have any questions, call Linda 

(618-201-2957) 

==================================== 

Catholic Youth Read Sacred Texts – Catholic 

youth across the world are invited in reading 

their own faith’s sacred texts. Together we can 

recognize our Duty to God, participating as a 

group or on your own. To register: 

YouthReadSacredTextsWorldwide.org 

==================================== 

Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 

 
Those who are kind to the needy honor Him 

Did you know YOUR GIFT to the 2026 

Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal can 

be made online? Visit your Belleville 

Diocese’s website at www.diobelle.org and 

click on “Giving”. It’s that simple! Every 

donation – large or small – is needed to 

continue our diocesan ministry to those in 

need. We are counting on YOU. Please visit 

www.diobelle.org today! 

The goal for St. Mary Divine Maternity is 

$3,583.00, so far, we have received $2, 375.00 

 

Please Take Notice 

 

Registration for PSR is Aug. 12, 6:00 to 7:00 

pm at Sense Hall. Classes will begin Sep 9th. 

If you are unable to attend registration, 

please contact Amanda Antonacci 618-210-

1830.  Also, church picnic is on Sep. 13 at 

Fort Kaskaskia.   Thank you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


