
READINGS 
First Reading: (Is 42:6) 

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, 

I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you 

as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations.  

Psalm: (Ps 29) 

The Lord will bless his people with peace.  

Second Reading: (Acts 10:34-35) 

“In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every 

nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly 

is acceptable to him.”  

Gospel: (Mt 3:17) 

And a voice came from the heavens, saying, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

C = CHESTER * EG = ELLIS GROVE * 

J = PR DU ROCHER 

Saturday, Jan 10 

4:00PM (C) Roy Turner 

6:00PM (EG)  

Sunday, Jan 11 

8:00AM-(J) Terry Laurent 

10:00AM (C) Kenneth Korando by Susan Siegfried 

5:00PM (C) Ruth & Roger Petrowske by the Family 

Monday, Jan 12 

8:15AM (C) No Mass 

Tuesday, Jan 13 

8:00AM (J) No Mass 

Wednesday, Jan 14 

8:15AM (C) No Mass 

Thursday, Jan. 15 

NO MASS 

Friday, Jan. 16 

NO MASS 

Saturday, Jan 17 

4:00PM (C) Brian Petrowske by Family 

6:00PM (EG)  

Sunday, Jan 18 

8:00AM-(J) Msgr. Dan Jurek & Alouise Wiegard 

10:00AM (C) Luanne Korando by Susan Siegfried 

5:00PM (C) Carol Jeremiah by Mark & Cheryl Fergurson 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE ~ January 

Saturday: 4pm: Chester                6pm: Ellis Grove              

Sunday: 8am: Prairie du Rocher   10am: Chester  

 

 

NO WEEKDAY MASSES WHILE FR. SEBASTIAN IS GONE 

 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FR. DENNIS FOR 

CELEBRATING MASS WITH US! 

 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

Today’s Gospel offers a differing vision of greatness. Jesus 

steps into the Jordan River.  He hasn’t preached, healed, or 

performed a single miracle. Then the heavens open, and the 

Father speaks: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased.” It’s not a reward for success. It’s not earned. Before 

he does anything “great,” Jesus receives the greatness of his 

identity from the Father. 

     And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same thing 

over you: “You are my beloved.” That is your true identity, 

not constructed or earned but received. When we see 

ourselves and others this way, everything changes for the 

better. We discover a greatness that can never be taken away. 

     This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the date, thank 

God for it, pray for those baptized with you, or visit the 

church where it happened.  Let your identity be rooted there. 

— Father John Muir 

©LPi 

 

PARTNERSHIP EVENTS 

OCIA 

Interested in becoming Catholic or learning more about the 

Catholic Faith? St. Mary’s in Chester is planning to offer 

O.C.I.A. (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults) starting 

this September.  Please call the parish office or contact Brad 

for more info: bradcolvis@gmail.com. 

 

CONFESSIONS 

St. Joseph: Tuesday & Thursday mornings & Sat. evenings 

after Mass or by appt. 

St. Mary’s (C): Saturday evenings before Mass  

3:15pm-3:45pm  

Any other confessions can be made by appointment. 

 

ADORATION 

***All Are Welcome*** 

No Adoration until Feb. 9th  

St. Joseph: First Monday of every month @ 7PM  

St. Mary’s (C): First Tuesday of every month @ 7PM  

St. Mary’s School: The First Friday of every month at 

8:30am  

 

MASS OF HEALING 

There will be no Mass of Healing until Fr. Sebastian 

returns 

 

  
Rescheduled party Jan. 11th 5-7. 

We will be Feeding the hungry again on January 17th. All are 

welcome!  

 

We have a Facebook Page: If you or your family would like 

to join, please let Jill Whelan (618-719-9344) or Dawn 

Walker (618-317-5104) know so we can send you an invite. 

 

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 

COMMUNION 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive 

communion contact: Diane Mudd 284-7150 (Ruma), Leonard 

DeRousse 284-6655 before 7pm (Prairie du Rocher), 

Rosemary Bert 615-6135, Paula Platt 615-5545, Martha 

McDonald 615-6624 or Barb Otten 615-2442 (Chester). 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you need the emergency power of prayer or want to belong 

to the prayer chain, please call Marie Henry 618-282-2876 or 

618-559-6511 (Prairie du Rocher). 

 

WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP 

Meetings are held the third Thursday of every month at 10am 

at Linda Stern’s home, 106 Hillcrest Dr., Chester. Come and 

connect with others who are making their way since losing 

their spouses. If you have any questions, call Linda (618-201-

2957) or Martha McDonald (618-615-6624). 

 

PRAYER REQUEST 

The homebound, nursing home residents, cancer patients,  

our military, the lonely, the homeless, those incarcerated. 

Donna Schweizer, Terry Moore, Mike Vasquez,  

Tom Sauer, Mary Beck, Bruce Kettmann,  

Jaci Bert, Amanda Loudenback, Sonny & Roseann Glenn, 

Earlene Riechman, Judy Kempfer, Peggy Helmers,  

Evelyn Marquardt, Roger Knott, Albert Deterding, Raymond 

Ellner, Tony Melliere, Eric Mathews,  

Bill & Erlene Hanger, Savanna Zieger,  

Sharon Bryant, Huckson McGee, Betty Bissel,  

Gary Sauerhage 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY’S 

Eric Caby 1/10, Sharon Misuraca 1/11,  

Brooklyn Gibbs 1/11, Joe Bicket 1/11, Juanita 1/12,  

Mary Moeller 1/13, Justin Clendenin 1/13,  

Francis Decker 1/14, Diana Miller 1/14,  

Alison Mudd 1/14, Dakota Buskirk 1/15,  

Joseph Tretter 1/16, Kira Walker 1/18 

 

Emil & Joan Jany 1/14 

Ron & Jean Kumke 1/14 

Floyd & Linda Roy 1/17 

 

PRAYER CANDLES 

Due to a faulty batch of large Candles, we will not put any 

out while Fr. Sebastian is gone and until these are replaced 

with the proper candles. Also please light all candles with the 

clickers, there will no longer be any matches near the candles. 

 
 

ST. JOSEPH, PRAIRIE DU ROCHER EVENTS 
Weekly Tithes & Offerings  

Online Giving ~ www.stjoespdr.org 

St. Joseph’s: Weekly Goal: $1700 Beginning 7/1/2025 

Envelopes (25) $1180 Loose: $210, Solemnity of Mary: 

$777, First Offering: $119 

YTD: goal: $45,900 collected: $47,513 

 

Financial statements: If you need one for tax purposes, 

please let Marvin K. know. They will be ready by Jan. 30th  

 

Liturgical Calendar ~ St. Joseph 

Jan. 11 (S) Madison & Mackenzie (L) Mary Braun 

(B) Nancy, (C) Carla & Audrey 

Jan. 18 (S) Evan & Luke (L) Jill (B) Marie (C) Leonard & 

Carla 

 

Parents, PSR starts promptly at 7:15am 

Jill will arrive at 7am to open. Weather 

permitting PSR will start back Tuesday Jan. 6th 

Remember if there is no school there is no PSR. 

 

Confirmation retreat will be on Sunday March 22nd at St. 

Boniface for the candidates and their sponsors from 9am -

2pm lunch and snacks are provided. This is a mandatory 

retreat for our candidates and their sponsors. 

  

Collection Totes 

In the back of church are two totes for the collection of 

non- perishable food items for the Prairie du Rocher 

school food pantry and warm clothes for our trip to SVDP 

breakfast program on Jan. 17th  

 

THANK YOU 

It was a lovely party, thanks to all who attended and 

brought a dish. It is always a great time to just sit and visit 

with members of our partnership community.  

 

 
ST. MARY’S CHESTER EVENTS 

Weekly Tithes & Offerings 
Online Giving ~ osvhub.com/maryhoc/funds 

Weekly Goal: $8901 ~  Weekly Total $9,547 (76); 
CSMA As of 12/01/25, Financial Target, $14,616; 
Pledged: $18,489.30; Collected: $18,193.30   
 
Mass Streaming: Masses are being streamed on 
YouTube. Search Mary Help of Christians Chester to 
find the streamed Masses.  
 
Servers Schedule 
Sat Jan 10 ~ Brynn & Bryce 
Sun Jan 11 ~ Jon, Penelope & Piper 
Sat Jan 17 ~ Addie & Gavin 
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Sun Jan 18 ~ Jackson, Ezra, Parker 
 
Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers Schedule 
Sat Jan 10 ~ (L) Rob (H) Megan (C) Larry, Rob 
Sun Jan 11 ~ (L) Amy (H) Barb (C) Bill, Diana, Greg, 
Sue 
Sat Jan 17 ~ (L) Candy (H) Candy (C) Ron, Paula 
Sun Jan 18 ~ (L) Jocelyn (H) Grant (C) Sarah, Aaron, 
Todd, Kevin 
 
Christmas Decorations: We will be taking the 
Christmas decorations down on Sunday, January 11th 
after the 10:00 am mass.  All available help will be 
much appreciated!     
 
2025 Tax Statement: If you would like your tax 
statement for 2025, please put a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope in the collection basket.   
 
St. Mary’s 2026 Gala Dinner Auction: 
The 2026 Gala Dinner Auction will be 
held on March 7th.  Shopping for 
donations is easy from the Amazon 
Wish List using this QR code.  
Informational flyers are in the church entrance.  Start 
shopping now and send your items directly to the 
school!   
Dinner Tickets for the Gala: Contact Paula Platt at 
618.615.5545.  The cost of $50 per person includes 
dinner, drinks, an evening spent with friends, and the 
chance to bid on some awesome items all while helping 
support our school.  Payment and the names of those 
attending can be placed in the church collection basket 
or sent to the church office.   
Gala Raffle Tickets: Raffle tickets and donation forms 
are available at the entrance to the church.  Please 
return the raffle tickets or donation forms to the church 
or school.   
Thank you for your continued support of our 
biggest fundraiser for our school!!! 
 
St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women Quilt of the 
Month:  If you would like to donate a new, hand-quilted 
quilt for this project, we would very much appreciate it. 
The 2026 Quilt of the Month Tickets are currently being 
sold.  
 
Giving Tree:  A big “Thank You” to everyone who took 
part in the giving tree.  The gifts and items purchased 
were very much appreciated by all who received them. 
 
KC Hall Monday Lunches: Monday, 01.12.26 ~ All 
You Can Eat Soup:  Chicken Noodle/Vegetable 
Beef/Tomato Basil/Grilled Cheese on Texas Toast 
Served from 11 am – 1 pm $12/person. 
 

KC Monthly Meeting: 3rd Thursday of every month at 
6pm.  Next meeting will be this Thursday, 01.15.26. 
 

Chester Christian Food Pantry: Items needed:  
Canned meats, canned fish, canned fruit.  Monetary 
donations are always welcome.  Next mobile market: 
January 28, 2026.  Thank you for your continued 
support of the Pantry! 
 
Thank You!!  If you haven’t noticed before, the area 
behind the Parish House had some bushes/trees 
removed but the stumps were left behind.  Derek 
Nierman removed the stumps, did some dirt work, 
seeded and strawed the area.  Once again, he did an 
amazing job!  We are blessed to have parishioners like 
Derek.  If you see Derek, thank him for a job well done! 

 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
No school on January 19th ~ Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Catholic Schools Week is January 26th thru 31st.   
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

The 2025 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal Hope 

in the Lord The Society of St. Vincent de Paul truly serves 

the poorest of the poor through its Cosgrove‘s Soup 

Kitchen, SVDP Thrift Store, Help Center and Night Drop-

In Center.  Men, women and children are provided the 

basic necessities of life – food, clothing and shelter – and 

the hope and the tools they need for a better tomorrow.  

Help St. Vincent de Paul serve those who have no place 

else to turn.  Please make your gift to the Catholic Service 

and Ministry Appeal today.   

 

The Messenger: Don’t miss a single copy!  Renew your 

messenger subscription before it expires.  To subscribe 

online for the Paper or E-edition, go to:  

www.bellevillemessenger.org or call (618) 233-8670.   

 

Bibles and Brews: Young Adults Ages 21 - 35.  Wed., 

January 14th at Gruv Bistro & Wine Bar, 223 E Main St, 

Belleville, IL 62220. 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Social; 7:00 – 8:30 

p.m. Event. Dcn. Eugene Logusch, Administrator of St. 

Mary’s Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church, St. Louis, 

MO.  Topic:  Byzantine Catholicism. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: FR. SEBASTIAN 

Website: www.stjmm.org 
 

Mary Help of Christians 

911 Swanwick St, Chester, IL 62233 

Parish Secretary: Rose Dethrow 

Parish Phone: 618-826-2444 

School Phone: 618-826-3120 

School Website: www.stmaryscatholicchesteril.org 

Email: Stmaryschurch@stjmm.org 

              

St. Mary of Divine Maternity 

7362 Shawneetown Trail, Ellis Grove, IL 62241 

Parish Secretary: Gerry Valleroy 

Deacon Al Dubois 

Parish Phone: 618-859-3541 

 

St. Joseph 

802 Middle St, Prairie du Rocher, IL 62277 

Parish Secretary: Jill Whelan 

Parish Phone: 618-284-3314 

Email : sjospdr@htc.net 

Website : www.stjoespdr.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We extend a very warm welcome 

 to all those who are new to our parishes.  

We would love for you to become  

permanent members of our  

Parish Partnership Family!  

Please contact the Parish Secretary 

at the office number listed above.   
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