St. Mary Divine Maternity
Holy Mass Schedule and Intentions

Sunday July 4, 2026, 6:00pm
Larry Montroy

Saturday July 11, 2026, 6:00pm
+ Ken & Shirley Colvis

Liturgical Ministers for next week

July 11, 2028, 6:00pm

Altar Server L. Drake

Lector M. Mathis

Gifts: Volunteers

E. Minister G. Bleem & A. Antonacci
Usher: M. Valleroy & J. Wesbecher

St. Mary’s Offering

Thank you for your support.

Contribution June 28, 2026

Envelopes (15) $610.00 Hall Rental 50.00
Loose $339.00 Peter’s Pence $25.00

Total $1024.00

Christian Food Pantry $288.00

This Week
Zechariah 9:9-10
Psalm 145: 1-2, 8-9. 10-11, 13-14
Romans 8:9, 11-13
Matthew 11: 25-30

Next Week
Isaiah 55: 10-11
Psalm 65: 10, 11, 12-13, 14
Romans 8: 18-23
Matthew 13: 1-23 [or 13: 1-9]

Please submit items for the bulletin by Tuesday
at 5:00pm my phone number is 618-920-7324. If
there is no answer, please leave a message.
Thank you, Deacon Al

Events for St. Mary

July 14, 2026, Holy Name Mtg.7:00pm
July 18, 2026, Food Pantry Collection
July 28, 2026, Parish Council Mtg. 6:00pm
August 11, Holy Name Mtg. 7:00pm

Please remember those of our families and friends
who have asked for our prayers.

Diane Averbeck, Debbie Brown, Tracy Colvis
Geralyn Lanham, Randy Valleroy, Glenda York,
Jeffery Davis, Mark Drake, Robin Waltemate,
Ryan Junger, Ronda Heck, Kevin Petrowske,
Jeff Faverty Shirley Dreczka Matt Vallett,

Bud Stumpe, Paul Meyer, Amber Cushman,
Carolyn Loesing, Allison Petrowske, Lisa Hall
Sharon Wittenborn, Christy Modglin

Our Parish Members in Care centers
Wilma Junger, Bud Stumpe

Religious Education:
Tammy Bert, A. Antonacci, Maxine Mathis

Ladies Altar Sodality: Joan Derringer
Holy Name Society: Tony Meyer

To Rent Sense Hall: please contact Tammy Bert
618-774-2415

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
If any members of our parish family are feeling
the (so-called financial pinch) and are having
difficulty paying for their prescriptions please let
Fr. Sabastian or Deacon Al, know that we will be
able to help. This will be (TOTALLY
CONFIDENTIAL) if you know of any members
who are unable to attend Mass, we would also
like to be informed so we can send them our
weekly bulletin. And please remember to mail in
your weekly contributions, it is much
appreciated.

July 4, 2026
Fourteenth Sunday — Ordinary Time

St. Mary Divine Maternity
7362 Shawneetown Trail
Ellis Grove, IL 62241

Pastor
Very Rev. Father Sebastian Ukoh C. M

Weekend Mass Schedule

St. Mary Chester
Saturday, Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday, 10:00am

St. Mary’s Ellis Grove
Saturday 6:00pm Odd Month’s
Sunday 8:00 am Even Month’s

St. Joseph Rocher
Saturday, 6:00pm Even Months
Sunday 8:00am Odd Month’s

Reconciliation: 15 min. prior
For all Masses

Trustees: Bernard Colvis & Ann Petrowske

Parish Council: Pres. Tammy Bert,
Sec. Joyce Hrabusicky, Chris Gross
Maxine Mathis, Scott Gross,
Larry Mitchell, Jeremy Blechle

Sacrament Preparation Contact:

St. Mary’s Ellis Grove — 618-859-3541
St. Mary’s Chester, 618-826-2444
St. Joseph Rocher 618-284-3314

For the Following
For Baptism: For the Sacrament of
Marriage: Please contact the parish office at
least 6 Months prior to the intended date so
that the required preparations can be
completed. And for the Sacrament of the
sick, whenever necessary. We welcome all
guests and those wishing to become a
member of our Parish Family, Please
contact St. Mary Ellis Grove — St. Joseph
Rocher — St. Mary’s Chester, Also, you may
contact the Parish Office’s for information
on The Rite of Christian Initiation

“Come to- me, all yow who-labor and
are burdened; and I will give yow
rest. For my yoke iy easy, and my
buvrdew iy light.”




Neighboring Churches Mass Times

St. Mary’s, Chester 4:00 pm Saturday am

Sunday 10:00am

St. John’s, Red Bud 4:00 pm. Saturday
10:00 am Sunday

Lady of Lourdes, Sparta 5:30pm Sat.
8:00 am Sunday

St. Patrick’s, Ruma 8:00 a.m. Sunday
St. Pius V, Walsh, 4:00 pm Saturday

St. Boniface, Evansville, 10:00am Sunday

A Prayer for Peace

Lord Jesus Christ,

You are the true King of peace.

In You alone is found freedom.
Please free our world from conflict
Bring unity to troubled nations.
Let Your glorious peace reign in every
heart. Dispel all darkness and evil.
Protect the dignity of every human life.
Replace hatred with Your love.
Give wisdom to world leaders.
Free them from selfish ambition.
Eliminate all violence and war.
Glorious Virgin Mary,

Saint Michael the Archangel,
Every angel and saint:

Please pray for peace.

Pray for unity amongst nations.
Pray for unity amongst all people.
Pray for the most vulnerable.

Pray for those suffering.

Pray for the fearful.

Pray for those most in need.
Pray for us all.

Jesus, Son of the Living God.
Have mercy on us.

Jesus, hear our prayers.
Jesus, | trustin You Amen
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7-5-26 Respect Life Corner: 2026 Natural
Family Planning Campaign Week 1"*"Man cannot
fully find himself except through a sincere gift of
himself.” -St. Pope John Paul Il At the heart of
every human person is the call to love. Young or
old, single, married, widowed, are each capable
of becoming a gift to another. We become a self-
gift when we sit beside a friend in need, offer our
time in service faithfully *'show up" for our
children, choose love when it is most difficult,
and when husbands and wives give themselves to
one another freely, totally, faithfully, and
fruitfully. In giving ourselves away, we do not
lose who we are; we discover who we were
created to be. Through these daily acts of self-
giving love, we reflect the very heart of God and
His infinite, unconditional love for each of us.
The call to become a gift of self lies at the heart
of God's beautiful plan for marriage and family.
Through St. John Paul 11's Theology of the
Body, discover the deeper meaning of authentic
love. Scan the QR code to learn more

Vocations

July 5: This weekend, we mark another
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. “On the 51st anniversary,
Charles Carroll, the only Catholic to have signed
the Declaration and the last surviving signer,
said, “God grant that this religious liberty may
be preserved in these States to the end of time,
and that all believing in the religion of Christ
may practice the leading principle of charity, the
basis of every virtue.” Today is a time for
choosing how we will keep faith with the great
accomplishments of our Catholic forebears as we
seek to make our own contributions. If we or
someone in your family is called by the Holy
Spirit to a religious vocation, we should
encourage and accept this challenge as we are all
endowed by our Creator with life and liberty.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP Meeting every third
Thursday of the month at 10am at Linda Stern’s
home, 106 Hillcrest Dr., Chester. Everyone who
has experienced the loss of a loved one is
welcome. If you have any questions, call Linda
(618-201-2957)

Catholic Youth Read Sacred Texts — Catholic
youth across the world are invited in reading
their own faith’s sacred texts. Together we can
recognize our Duty to God, participating as a
group or on your own. To register:
YouthReadSacred TextsWorldwide.org

Totus Tuus: Belleville Diocese is sponsoring a
fun and faith filled Catholic Summer Program
for students in grades 1-12. More information is
available on the Diocese’s website.

ReadSacred TextsWorldwide.org

Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal

Those who are kind to the needy honor Him
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul truly serves

the poorest of the poor through its Hubbard’s
Haven Soup Kitchen, SVDP Thrift Store, Help
Center and Night Drop-In Center. Men, women
and children are provided the basic necessities of
life — food, clothing and shelter — and the hope
and the tools they need for a better tomorrow.
Help St. Vincent de Paul serve those who have
no place else to turn. Please make your gift to
The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal today.

The goal for St. Mary Divine Maternity is
$3,583.00, so far, we have received $2, 375.00
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Society of St. Vincent De Paul Needs Your Help!

Summer is here and the Belleville Diocesan
Council of St. Vincent de Paul is in dire need of
some basic summer pantry items: Presweetened
drink mixes, Napkins Bottled Water Cups-8 oz
disposable (large boxes available Gatorade or
similar drinks from Sam’s and Costco) Tin foil-
commercial rolls) Tuna fish-#10 (large) size can,
Plastic T-shirt bags Kleenex/tissues Salad
dressing, pickle relish, Coffee-large cans
mayonnaise and BBQ sauce-gallon jars Sugar
Toilet paper Plastic liners for trash cans-55
gallon Paper plates-small, 6-inch Bleach
Creamer large jars Laundry pods Chips,
cookies, fruit cups-individual sized Dish Soap
Packaged cookies Fun Fruits Individually
packaged food items: cookies, fruit cups, tuna
and chicken snack packs chips, crackers, cheese
sticks, cereal, instant oatmeal, Pop Tarts,
breakfast bars soup or pasta in a cup Items can
be dropped off at:

St. Vincent de Paul Council Office 8800 West
Main Street, Belleville, Illinois 62223 (across
from Blessed Sacrament Church) Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m.-noon or
SVDP Thrift Store/Hubbard’s Haven Soup
Kitchen 3718 State Street, East St. Louis
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We thank all those who have agreed to be on the
Parish Council. Last week we had the parish
vote, and Brenda Montroy was chosen and
accepted to be on the council. Thank you,
Brenda.

The next Summer Religious Field Trip will
be to the Cathedral Basilica in St. Louis

on Monday, July 13th. The tour starts at
10:30 am Mass is at 12:05 p.m. and lunch
to follow on The Hill. Please register by
July 9th so we can have enough drivers for
those who don't drive in St. Louis. The cost
is $4.00 Sign-up sheet is available in

the back of church.






