
READINGS 
First Reading: (2 Sm 5:2) 

“And the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd my people 

Israel and shall be commander of Israel.’”  

Psalm: (Ps 122) 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.  

Second Reading: (Col 1:19-20) 

For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through 

him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the 

blood of his cross through him, whether those on earth or 

those in heaven.  

Gospel: (Lk 23:43) 

He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be 

with me in Paradise.”  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
C = CHESTER * EG = ELLIS GROVE * 

J = PR DU ROCHER 

Saturday, Nov. 22      ~ Welcome Fr. Obi ~ 

4:00PM (C) Gordon & Roseann Holley & deceased members 

6:00PM (EG)  

Sunday, Nov. 23 

8:00AM-(J) Shelba Kempfer 

10:00AM (C) John Hanger by Debra 

5:00PM (C) For the Sick 

Monday, Nov. 24 

8:15AM (C) Orville & Ethel Bievenue by Mike & Anita 

Bievenue 

Tuesday, Nov. 25 

8:30AM (J) Richard & Laura Mae Deterding 55th 

Anniversary 

Wednesday, Nov. 26 

6PM (EG) 

7:15PM (J) Terry Laurent & Joyce Wirth 

Thursday, Nov. 27~Happy Thanksgiving! 

8:00AM (C) For the Parish 

Friday, Nov. 28 

NO MASS 

Saturday, Nov. 29 

4:00PM (C) Andrew Sroka by Linda Stern 

6:00PM (EG)  

Sunday, Nov. 30 

8:00AM-(J) Alouise Wiegard 

10:00AM (C) Fr. Dan Jurek 

5:00PM (C) Ruth & Roger Petrowske by Family 

 

MASS SCHEDULE ~ December 

Saturday: 4pm: Chester                6pm: Prairie du Rocher    

Sunday: 8am: Ellis Grove             10am: Chester                                            

 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

 

The first reading (2 Samuel 5:1-3) reflects on the coronation 

of David as the king of Israel. It was not totally unexpected. 

David had exhibited those royal attributes of courage, 

determination, foresight and forgiveness. After his agreement 

with the people, they anointed him as King, further 

consolidating the monarchy.  

 

In the second reading (Colossians 1: 12-20) Saint Paul urges 

us to give thanks to God for inviting us to become part of the 

large family of faith. The coming of Christ into our world 

made God visible to us and in him, the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell. The Messiah is our peace by his precious 

death on the cross. 

 

The Gospel (Luke 23: 35-43) takes us to the passion of Christ 

in the Gospel of Luke. The kingship of Christ was evident in 

the most difficult, painful and demanding time of his life. 

And from the Cross of Calvary, in between two thieves and 

surrounded by derision, he offered amnesty to the condemned 

pair, flanking him. We see Psalm 16: 11 come through "In 

God's presence, there is fullness of Joy. Amen.  

 

Do keep praying for the peaceful repose of Rev. Monsignor 

Dan Jurek.  

 

PARTNERSHIP EVENTS 

Volunteer Opportunity: We are looking for someone who is 

interested in promoting pro-life values, raising awareness and 

the issues of families and mothers in need.  If you are 

interested in becoming a Pro-Life Coordinator for the Parish 

Partnership, please contact your parish office.  

 

THANKSGIVING MASS SCHEDULE 
Please note insert for the upcoming Advent/holiday season. 

 

OCIA 

Interested in becoming Catholic or learning more about the 

Catholic Faith? St. Mary’s in Chester is planning to offer 

O.C.I.A. (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults) starting 

this September.  Please call the parish office or contact Brad 

for more info: bradcolvis@gmail.com. 

 

CONFESSIONS 

St. Joseph: Tuesday & Thursday mornings & Sat. evenings 

after Mass or by appt. 

St. Mary’s (C): Sat. evenings before Mass 3:15pm-3:45pm 

Any other confessions can be made by appointment. 

 

ADORATION 

***All Are Welcome*** 
St. Joseph: First Monday of every month @ 7PM  

St. Mary’s (C): First Tuesday of every month @ 7PM  

St. Mary’s School: The First Friday of every month at 

8:30am  

 

MASS OF HEALING 

First weekend of the month following each Mass.  

 

POINSETTIA PICK UP  

Sat. Dec. 6th                        Sun. 7th  

4pm- Chester                      8am- Ellis Grove 

6pm- PDR                          10am- Chester 

Thank you to all who helped us reach our goal! 

 
We have a Facebook Page: If you or your family would like 

to join, please let Jill Whelan (618-719-9344) or Dawn 

Walker (618-317-5104) know so we can send you an invite. 

 

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 

COMMUNION 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive 

communion contact: Diane Mudd 284-7150 (Ruma), Leonard 

DeRousse 284-6655 before 7pm (Prairie du Rocher), 

Rosemary Bert 615-6135, Paula Platt 615-5545, Martha 

McDonald 615-6624 or Barb Otten 615-2442 (Chester). 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you need the emergency power of prayer or want to belong 

to the prayer chain, please call Marie Henry 618-282-2876 or 

618-559-6511 (Prairie du Rocher) or Rosemary Bert 618-

615-6135 or Martha McDonald 618-615-6624 (Chester). 

 

WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP 

Meetings are held the third Thursday of every month at 10am 

at Linda Stern’s home, 106 Hillcrest Dr., Chester. Come and 

connect with others who are making their way since losing 

their spouses. If you have any questions, call Linda (618-201-

2957) or Martha McDonald (618-615-6624). 

 
PRAYER REQUEST 

The homebound, nursing home residents, cancer patients,  

our military, the lonely, the homeless, those incarcerated. 

Donna Schweizer, Terry Moore, Mike Vasquez,  

Tom Sauer, Mary Beck, Bruce Kettmann, JoAnn Kettmann, 

Jaci Bert, Amanda Loudenback, Sonny & Roseann Glenn, 

Judy Kempfer, Peggy Helmers, Mary Moeller, Mike Jany, 

Evelyn Marquardt, Roger Knott, Albert Deterding,  

Raymond Ellner, Tony Melliere, Craig Purcell, Tom Gibbs, 

Bill & Erlene Hanger 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY’S 

Millida Ellner 11/22, Joan Barnes 11/23, Maggie Caby 

11/23, Taylor Korando 11/23, William Smith 11/25, 

Nicole Doty 11/25, Andrew Mudd 11/26, Judy Shields 

11/26, Geraldine Wingerter 11/26, Peyton Candler 11/27, 

Kenny Pelate 11/27, Linda Smith 11/27, Amber 11/27,  

Debbie Ellner 11/28, Adam Walker 11/30,  

Rhonda Wingerter 11/30 

Marvin & Gail Roy 11/22 (45th) 

Larry & Fern Deterding 11/22, 

William & Shirley Straight 11/24 

Trevor & Susan Vasquez 11/28 

Kenneth & Vickie Eggemeyer 11/30 

Pete & Trisha Jany 11/30 

 

ADVENT DAY OF PREPARATION 

Dec. 4th at 7pm at St. Mary’s Ellis Grove will be hosting 

 

ST. JOSEPH, PRAIRIE DU ROCHER EVENTS 
Weekly Tithes & Offerings  

Online Giving ~ www.stjoespdr.org 

St. Joseph’s: Weekly Goal: $1700 Beginning 7/1/2025 

Envelopes (41) $1584 Loose: $205, World Mission $115, 

All Saints $120, Make- up $350 

YTD: goal: $34,000 collected: $34,620 

 

Liturgical Calendar ~ St. Joseph 

Nov. 23rd (S) Jack, Lexie & Lilly (L) Becky (B) Marie, 

(C) Audrey & Leonard 

Nov. 26th (S) PSR (L) PSR (B) Leonard, (C) Mary & Jill 

Nov. 30th (S) Evan & Luke, (L) Steve, (B) Nancy, (C) 

Audrey & Marie 

 

 

Parents, PSR starts promptly at 7:15am 

Jill will arrive at 7pm to open.  
The PSR students will be participating in the 

Mass on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. 

Please look for more information. 

 

THANKSGIVING ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

Please join the members of the of Prairie du Rocher 1st 

Baptist Church and us for a community prayer service of 

Thanksgiving on Tuesday, November 25th at 7pm at the 1st 

Baptist church. Fr. Sebastian will give the message 

 

ST. MARY’S CHESTER EVENTS 
Weekly Tithes & Offerings 

Online Giving ~ osvhub.com/maryhoc/funds 

Weekly Goal: $8901 ~  CSMA As of 10.31.25, Financial 

Target, $14,616; Pledged: $18,464.30; Collected: 

$18,099.30   

 
Mass Streaming: Masses are being streamed on YouTube. 

Search Mary Help of Christians Chester to find the 

streamed Masses.  

 

Servers Schedule 

Sat. Nov 22 ~ Addie Surman, ONE VOLUNTEER 

NEEDED 

Sun. Nov. 23 ~ Jackson, Cody & Caroline 

Sat. Nov 29 ~ Brynn & Bryce 

Sun. Nov 30 ~ Maren, Penelope & Piper 

                                                  FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING                                                                                                                               NOVEMBER 23, 2025 

                                                                                                              NOVEMBER 9, 2025 

, 2024 
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Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers Schedule 

Sat. Nov. 22 ~ (L) Kelley (H) Kathleen (C) Martha, 

Marlene  

Sun. Nov 23 ~ (L) Jocelyn (H) Matt (C) Bill, Sarah, Greg 

J., Sue 

Sun. Nov 29 ~ (L) Paula (H) Ron (C) Candy, Paula 

Sat. Nov. 30 ~ (L) Dainelle (H) Todd (C) Greg, Kevin, 

Barb, Grant 

 

St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women Quilt of the 

Month:  If you would like to donate a new, hand-quilted 

quilt for this project, we would very much appreciate it.  

The 2026 Quilt of the Month Tickets are being sold at this 

time.   

 

KC Hall Monday Lunches: Monday, 11/24/25 ~ Fried 

Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & gravy, corn or greens. Served 

from 11 am – 1 pm.  $12/person 

 

KC Monthly Meeting: 3rd Thursday of every month at 

6pm.  Next meeting November 20th.   

 

Angel Tree: The holidays are just around the corner and 

it’s time to purchase your angels.  Each beautifully 

crocheted angel is $10.  If you are renewing an angel(s) 

from previous years, the cost is $5 per angel.  Angel forms 

are located at the church entrance. You can return them to 

the collection basket or give them to Donna Ritter.  All 

proceeds go back to the church.  Last year we collected 

$894!!!  Thank you, Donna, for your continued dedication 

of creating these beautiful pieces of art that adorn our 

parish at Christmas.  Non-payment will result in your 

angel(s) being removed.   

 

Giving Tree: The weekend of Nov. 29 – 30th, the giving 

tree will be up with the names of 7 parishioners at High 

Point (formerly Craig Manor) and 9 at Three Springs 

Rehab. Center.  There will also be ornaments for food or 

baby items for the food pantry. Food Pantry items can be 

taken there on Wed. from 9 – 2 pm. (618.826.3141).  

Please bring your gifts back to church by Dec. 21st.   

 

St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery:  We are looking for 

someone who is interested in the grass mowing and 

upkeep of the cemetery.  The position will be available 

starting January 1st.  Anyone interested should contact the 

Parish Office.    

 

Chester Christian Food Pantry: Items needed: Diapers: 

4, 5, & 6; Pull-ups: 3T-4T & 4T-5T; Wipes.  Monetary 

donations are always welcome. Thank you for your 

continued support!   

 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
Show Me the Dough Fundraiser: Order forms available 

at church entrance.  Delivery planned for Dec. 16th.  

 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NEEDED!!!  Anyone who has 

received First Communion through High School age is 

eligible and encouraged to serve Mass.  Please help spread 

the word and encourage those currently not serving to join 

this important and fulfilling ministry.    

 
AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Action Alert: Please contact Governor Pritzker to VETO 
SB1950 which legalizes assisted suicide.  Call (312) 814-
2121 or go to www.ilcatholic.org for email links.   
 
The 2025 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal Hope in 
the Lord With confidence in the Lord, today we are asking 
for your support of this year’s Catholic Service and Ministry 
Appeal.  Your generous response will help our diocesan 
ministries grow and the compassion of Jesus will be 
experienced more profoundly in our communities by those 
who are in need.  Please consider making your gift today! 
 
St. Boniface Lunch & Bingo:  On Sunday, November 23, 
St. Boniface is having a lunch starting at 11am and Bingo 
startin g at 1pm along with a raffle and attendance prizes. 
Event will be held in the Church Gym at 1007 Olive Street, 
Evansville, IL.   
 
Fr. Leo Hayes’ 90th Birthday Luncheon:  On Saturday, 
Nov. 29th beginning at 12:00 noon, there will be a luncheon 
in Raddle Hall for Fr. Leo Hayes’ 90th birthday.  The meat 
and dessert will be provided.  Please bring a dish.  If you 
have any questions, call Joli Smith at 618.559.4022. 
 
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions: 
LITURGICAL FORMATION SESSIONS 
The Liturgical Books (16 sessions),The Liturgical Year 
(10), Eucharist: The Work of Our Redemption (5), The 
Divine Office Hymnal (2), 
Behold the Lamb: Adoration and Exposition (5), 
Ars Celebrandi: Something More is Required (5), Saint 
Joseph (1), Rite of Election (1) are found on our website 
for all to watch. Just go to our  
website https://www.fdlc.org and see the black ribbon at 
the top of the home page. Click on 
“Formation.”   https://fdlc.org/formation/  
 
Diocese Part-Time Admin. Asst. Position: The Diocese 
is seeking a part-time Administrative Assistant to Bishop 
Emeritus Edward Braxton.  Information available at: 
www.diobelle.org/temporal-affairs/human-
resources/employment-opportunities  
 
Gibault Winter Baseball Camp: 
Dec. 29-31 in Fr. Edwin Hustedee Gym 9:30-11:30am 
Please complete registration by Dec. 7th to assure your 
child’s t-shirt order! (late entries are still accepted) To 
register text 41444 to Gibault Baseball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: FR. SEBASTIAN 

Website: www.stjmm.org 
 

Mary Help of Christians 

911 Swanwick St, Chester, IL 62233 

Parish Secretary: Rose Dethrow 

Parish Phone: 618-826-2444 

School Phone: 618-826-3120 

School Website: www.stmaryscatholicchesteril.org 

Email: Stmaryschurch@stjmm.org 

              

St. Mary of Divine Maternity 

7362 Shawneetown Trail, Ellis Grove, IL 62241 

Parish Secretary: Gerry Valleroy 

Deacon Al Dubois 

Parish Phone: 618-859-3541 

 

St. Joseph 

802 Middle St, Prairie du Rocher, IL 62277 

Parish Secretary: Jill Whelan 

Parish Phone: 618-284-3314 

Email : sjospdr@htc.net 

Website : www.stjoespdr.org 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We extend a very warm welcome 

 to all those who are new to our parishes.  

We would love for you to become  

permanent members of our  

Parish Partnership Family!  

Please contact the Parish Secretary 

at the office number listed above.   
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