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The Lord is near to all who call up-on him.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR
PARISHIONERS
THOSE WHO ARE SICK OR

HOMEBOUND, NURSING HOME
RESIDENTS, CANCER PATIENTS,

OUR MILITARY, THE LONELY, THE

HOMELESS AND THOSE
INCARCERATED

Albert Deterding Huckson McGee

Alli Petrowske Judy Kempfer
Betty Bissel Mary Beck

Bill & Earlene Hanger Melissa Doss
Bruce Kettmann Mike Vasquez
Doc Ludwig Raymond Ellner

Donna Schweizer Roger Knott
Earlene Clements  Savannah Goodman

Earlene Riechman  Sonny & Roseann Glenn

Eric Matthews Terry Moore
Evelyn Marquardt Tom Sauer
Gale Frazer Ken Wagner

Gary Sauerhage Mary Reed Caldwell

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS

Please submit any information that you
would like added to the weekly bulletin by:
Tuesday @4:00pm

Submissions can be made to Rose Dethrow
618-826-2444 or Jill Whelan 618-284-3314
Thank you!

OCIA
BECOMING CATHOLIC

Interested in becoming Catholic or learning
more about the Catholic Faith? St. Mary’s in
Chester offers O.C.I.A. (Order of Christian
Initiation for Adults). The first meeting is
Sunday, 09.13.26 at 8:30 am. Please call the
parish office or contact Brad for more info:
bradcolvis@gmail.com.

READINGS
First Reading: (Is 55:6)
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.

Psalm: (Ps 145)
The Lord is near to all who call upon him.

Second Reading: (Phil 1:23)
| am caught between the two. | long to depart this life and be with Christ, for that is far
better.

Gospel: (Mt 20:14-15)

“What if | wish to give this last one the same as you?
Or am | not free to do as | wish with my own money?
Are you envious because | am generous?”

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS

The first reading (Isaiah 55: 6-9) is a clarion call for us all to seek the Lord. God's
forgiveness will always be bigger than our misdeeds. If we use human perceptions and
scale in trying to understand God, it would be futile because God's forgiveness and grace
is beyond our wildest expectations.

In the second reading (Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a) Saint Paul talks about the gains of
immortality with God. A Christian always lives in joyful hope of union with Christ. That is
the goal of our earthly life.

The Gospel (Matthew 20: 1-16a) tells us the parable of the landowner and his hired
servants. They expected to be rewarded according to how long they had worked. But they

all received the same flat payment. Christ teaches us that virtue is its own reward and that
our connection with God is more important than comparisons. Amen.

Thank you for youn genenous suppont of our Panish Community!
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Saturday

19

3:15pm-3:45pm
Confession

4:00pm - Chester

(L) Linda (H) Ron (C)
Candy & Larry

(S) Jace & Toby

-JoAnn Kettmann by her
sisters

-Rachel Jenger by
Rosemary Bert

4:00pm - 10:00pm
Parish Picnic - Chester

6:00pm - Ellis Grove

26

3:15pm-3:45pm
Confession

4:00pm - Chester

(L) Nicole (H) Kathleen
(C) Sarah & Marlene
(S) Cody & Addie
-Steve Kickham by
Kathleen Albrecht

6:00pm - Ellis Grove

Catechetical Sunday

8:00am - St. Joseph

(L) Chad (B) Mary

(C) Jill & Carla (S) Cort &
Emmett

-Doris Kloepper

10:00am - Chester

(L) Grant (H) Sue (C) Greg,
Barb, Todd & Matt(S) Reed,
Blake & Will

-Andrew & Rosalia Sroka by
Linda Stern

-Sharon Misuraca by Laura
Vasquez

5:00pm - Chester
En Espanol
-Ruth Petrowske by Family

27

8:00am - St. Joseph

(L) Steve (B) Nancy

(C) Carol & Leonard (S)
Mason & Alex

-Clara Stefani & Alouise
Wiegard

10:00am - Chester

(L) Madi (H) Diana (C)
Aaron, Kevin, Greg & Dave
(S) Penelope, Piper & Pru
-Fr. Allen Maes by Mary
Brown

-Marsha Link

5:00pm - Chester

En Espanol

-Carol Jeremiah by Delbert
Doeding

Monday

21

8:15am - Chester
-Jay Wittenborn by
Bill & Joan Gross

10:00am - Grief
Support Group

11:00am-1:00pm
KC Hall Lunch

5:30pm - St. Joseph
Finance Meeting

6:30pm - St. Joseph
Parish Council
Meeting

28

8:15am - Chester

11:00am-1:00pm
KC Hall Lunch

Tuesday

22

7:15am - PSR
8:30am - St. Joseph

-Terry Laurent

10:00am - R&R
Leonard

2:00pm - St. Joseph
Fall Bible Study

6:00pm - Ellis Grove
Partnership
Liturgical Meeting

29

7:15am - PSR

8:30am - St. Joseph

10:00am - R&R
Diane

2:00pm - St. Joseph
Fall Bible Study

Wednesday

23

8:15am - Chester
-Dale Grott by
Loren & Peggy
Jany

1:00pm - High
Point Communion

30

8:15am - Chester

1:00pm - High
Point Communion

Thursday

24

8:00am - St. Joseph
-For those who are
struggling with
mental health
issues

01

8:00am - St. Joseph

Friday

25

NO MASS

02

NO MASS

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

LISA MUELLER 9/19, NORMAN GRAU 9/19, BEN MANNING 9/20, LAYLA KASPAR 9/20, SARAH SURMAN 9/20, LARRY GROSS 9/21,
MICHELLE JANY 9/21, DORIS HELLER 9/22, GERALD WHELAN 9/22, MIKE LOCHHEAD 9/24, ANDREA REISS 9/24, TOM STEIBEL JR.
9/25, BILLY SAUER 9/26
DALE & CHERYL NANNEY 9/22

STEVE & BERNICE NIERMANN 9/22
DAVID & JANICE KORANDO 9/24

MARTY & KAREN BERT 9/24
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THE HEART OF STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

YOUTHl
GROUP

@

COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive communion, contact: Diane Mudd 284-7150 (Ruma),
Marie Henry 282-2897 (Prairie du Rocher), Rosemary Bert 615-6135, Paula Platt 615-5545, Martha McDonald
615-6624 or Barb Otten 615-2442 (Chester).

PRAYER CHAIN

If you need the emergency power of prayer or want to belong to the prayer chain, please call Marie Henry 618-
282-2876 or 618-559-6511 (Prairie du Rocher).

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Meets every third Monday of the month at 10:00am at Linda Stern’s home, 106 Hillcrest Dr., Chester. Everyone
who has experienced the loss of a loved one is welcome. If you have any questions, call Linda (618-201-2957).

YOUTH GROUP

Anyone in grades 7-12 is welcome to sign up
youth group and Fr. Sebastian will be feeding the hungry in Belleville on Saturday, Sept. 26™. We leave Rocher

at 6:30am to arrive at the old Notre Dame Academy to serve breakfast from 7:30-10:30am. Please feel free to
join us. ALL ARE WELCOME!

If you or your family would like to join our facebook page, please let Jill Whelan (618-719-9344) or Dawn
Walker (618-317-5104) know so we can send you an invite.

CATHOLIC SERVICE AND MINISTRY APPEAL

““Those who are kind to the needy honor Him” (Proverbs 14:31) YOU have the opportunity to support
the eleven men who have answered “YES” to God’s call to serve in the priesthood of Jesus Christ in
our Belleville Diocese. The annual cost for each of our seminarians is over $50,000. Funding from the
Catholic Service & Ministry Appeal helps support the expenses of our seminarians and Vocations
Office, your pledge or one-time gift is truly an investment in our faith and the life of the Church here
in southern Illinois. Please continue to pray for vocation and consider making your gift today!

CHESTER AREA CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY, INC.

[Chester]The Food Pantry is in dire need of Egg Cartons. There is a drop box at the Pantry located in
Koeneman Acres. Items Needed: Size 3 & 4 Diapers and Baby Wipes. Monetary donations are always
welcome. Households Served at the Pantry in August: 203 households/564 individuals which
includes 199 children. Households served at mobile market in August: 121 households/308
individuals which includes 98 children. Next Mobile Market will be on September 23rd.

The [PDR] school pantry is accepting nonperishable food or monetary donations. Please leave in the
back of church. Thank you for your continued support of the Pantry!

SPECIAL THANKS

We express our since gratitude to each of you who contributed to the annual Retired Diocesan
Priests Collection which was held last weekend. Your generosity ensures our commitment to
safeguard the professional and personal dignity of our diocesan priests who are currently retired and
our younger priests who will retire in the years ahead. If you were unable to give last week, you may
still contribute at any time through your parish; be sure to note “Retired Diocesan Priests Collection”
on the memo line of your check. Please also keep all our priests in your prayers. Thank you very much!
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w_ PARISH PARTNERSHIP —

BIBLE STUDY

Join us for a 4-week Bible study

fooused.on the MESSENGER TRIBUTES FOR

moft/.eﬂpm‘{% ALL SOULS DAY

led by Fr. Sebastian!

Honor your loved ones with a personalized

Sicteber. 1,8,15& 22 tribute October 22™ publication of The
0 g't“ﬁary,s —_— Messenger. Forms available in the back of
Ellis Grove church. Deadline is October 2nd.
Time:
@ 7:00 PM
BYOB:
= m BW%“’O“’”B‘M”/
s Al are welcome! —
e —
The Diocese of Belleville and the . ETERNAL
Cathedral of Saint Peter cordially invite LIGHT
you to attend the Eternal nght Concert _ Music of Remembrance and Hope
Music of Remembrance and Hope, EVENING HYMN
featuring the Requiem of Gabriel Faure’ EVENING PRAYER

on Sunday, November 1, 2026 at 2:00pm
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter
200 West Harrison Street
Belleville, IL.
Admission is free. SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

2:00 PM

REQUIEM

GABRIEL FAURE

WHAT SHALL WE PRAY?

Richard W. Thompson

CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PETER

ALL ARE WELCOME
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PRAYING FOR SEMINARIANS

Please pray for our Diocesan Seminarians. Each week, we will feature one of our
11 seminarians. Please consider dropping them a note of support. At the very least,
a simple prayer would be helpful.

For this week: GREG KASSEN
Mundelein Seminary, 1000 E. Maple Ave., Mundelein, IL 60060

PRAIRIE DU ROCHER FIREMAN'S BBQ AND CAR SHOW

Sunday, September 20" serving brats, pork steaks, fried chicken with all
the fixins from 11am -4pm. Come out and support the local volunteer
fireman.

CHICKEN & DUMPLING DINNER

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH, BREMEN

September 27 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Chicken & dumplings, ham, potatoes,
corn, green beans, slaw, dinner roll, dessert, coffee, tea & lemonade. $13 for
adults and $5 children (under age of 3 are free). Carry outs are available.
Quarts of dumplings $13 (as long as available) as well as bake sale items.

CHICKEN & PORK SAUSAGE DINNER

ST. PIUS V CATHOLIC CHURCH, WALSH

Sunday, Oct 18" 11am - 2 pm. All You Can Eat Pork Sausage, Fried
Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Green Beans, Sauerkraut & Dessert.
Dine In or Carry Out. Adults $16; Children (5-12) $6; 4 & Under Free.
Country Store - Pumpkins, Gourds, Homemade Pies & Cakes, Crafts and
much more! Quilt Raffle tickets are available that day.

BELLEVILLE DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF
CATHOLIC WOMEN 100™ ANNUAL
CONVENTION

The annual convention will be held at St. Bruno Parish in
Pinckneyville on October 21. The theme is BDCCW: Women of
Faith and Action. Cost is $20 if paid by October 5 or $25 after
October 5. Registration forms with additional information
available in the back of church.
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MONDAY LUNCHES
KC HALL

Monday, September 21st

Lasagna, garlic bread and
salad.

e
(!Dm Lah bnnmus

PARTNERSHIP
ROSARY RALLY

Saturday, Oct. 10
St. Joseph will host a
community rosary rally at
noon inside church. All
are invited.

ST. MARY'S - CHESTER EVENTS

PSR
It's not too late to sign your child up for this year’s PSR program. Registration forms are

available at the back of church or in the Parish Office. If you have any questions, please call
the Parish Office.

ST. MARY'S COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN QUILT OF THE MONTH

IIf you would like to donate a new, hand-quilted quilt for this project, we would very much
appreciate it. The 2027 Quilt of the Month tickets will be available at the Parish Picnic.

ROSARY

The month of October is dedicated to Blessed Virgin Mary. We will be praying the Rosary
with the congregation at 3:30 pm before the 4:00 pm Mass each Saturday in October
beginning October 3.

MASS STREAMING
Search Mary Help of Christians Chester on YouTube to find streamed Masses.

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL

Upcoming School Schedule:

Sep 18 ~ 2:50pm Dismissal - BUS IS NOT AVAILABLE
Sep 20 ~ Catechetical Sunday, Mass at 10:00am

Sep 28 ~ Non-Attendance Day for Preschool thru 8

HALF HOG RAFFLE

SMS Athletic Department is holding a raffle for a half a hog processed and picked up at
Wenneman Meat Co. Only 150 chances are available, and each chance is $20. Contact SMS

for tickets.

ST. JOSEPH EVENTS

PSR

We will be having class for all 2™ Grade parents: there will be a quick meeting on Monday,
the 21 of September at 5:30pm to discuss the sacraments they will be receiving and dates
on which they will occur. Please try to attend.

CALLING ALL QUILTERS
Quilting will continue Wednesdays, 9:00am. Come for an hour or stay for the day. All levels

welcome.

SERVERS NEEDED
Any student who has received their 1** Communion is welcome begin serving. Please talk to

Jill if you want to begin serving

SPECIAL MINISTERS AND LECTORS

The next schedule will be coming out soon, if there is a weekend that doesn’t work for you
please let Jill know.

OCTOBER COUNT/ REGISTRATION

during the month of October the diocese asks each parish to count the number of folks
attending mass. During this time there will be registration forms out for you to complete and
update our records. Please fill it out and return it either in the collection basket or in the
rectory. Thank you.
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F\"S PLACE

MCBRIDE, MO 63776
573-547-5656

COLVIS

Investment Services

Buena Vista National Bank

Chest,)

Knight Hawk Coal, LLC

Eﬁhﬂl
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CORPORATION

Specializing in Private Brand Food Manufacturing

CHESTER @ ILLINOIS 62233
P.0.BOX 227 PHONE (618) 826-2361

SOUTHERN ILLINQOIS

EYECARE

)JOSEPH F. GRASSO, O.D.
)LAWRENCE G. SOELLNER, O.D.
CAROLYN C. GIBSON, O.D.

Serving home cooked
8’ pm 1947 Community Banking at its Best! FAMILY DENTAL
233 MAIN ST 233 PCR 216 Wb com Philip A Miller DMD.
with orthodontic services provided by
( ’ t H ’ Renee E. Doyle DM.D,MS.
CHESTER
NATIONAL BANK

618-826-5038
1112 State St
Chester lL 62 J3
chesternationalbank
Member FDIC

BLACKTOP
MAINTENANCE

WWW .

SeEAL CoaTING & CrAcCK FiLL

3K OPTIONS FOR CRACK FILL

Call William Smith

618-615-1503

Ads can be purchased by
contacting either Rose Dethrow
or Jill Whelan at one of the
parish offices. Thank you for your
continued contributions!

SU PPO RT PRICES 1"X 2" 1"X 4" 2"X3" 2"X 2" 2"X 4"
WEEKLY ~ $1000  $2000  $3000  $2000  $40.00
OUR MONTHLY $2000  $40.00  $60.00  $40.00  $80.00
QUARTERLY $50.00  $100.00  $150.00  $100.00  $200.00
SPONSORS! YEARLY ~ $17500  $350.00  $500.00  $350.00  $700.00




